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You can findwomonspace at: 
Audrey’s Books, Earth’s General Store, 

Grant MacEwan (Student Counselling Office), 
Greenwood’ Bookshoppe, Planned Parenthood, 
Pride Centre of Edmonton, Prism Bar & Grill, 
Roxy Theatre,The Roost NiteClub, 
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womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton; a non-profit 
volunteer organization. The society’s 
purpose is to provide opportunities for 
lesbians to interact and support each 
other in a safe environment, and to 
contribute to the broader community. 


NEWSLETTER STAFF 
Editors: Kate Hook and - 
Tara Woloschuk 
Designer: Sarah Whitman 


PRINTING 
Dial Printing Inc. 


NEXT ISSUES 
April - Out! 
May - Lesbian Moms and Step-Moms 


We welcome submissions of up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, poetry, 

artwork and photographs (minimum 
200 dpi files) are all welcomed. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of Womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and content, 
and to refuse publication. Submissions 
will be published on Womonspace’s 
website, unless otherwise agreed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 
EMAIL 
womonspace@gmail.com 
WEBSITE 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


The opinions expressed in 
uomonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by Womonspace. 
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by Kate Hook 


Omaule 1: 


ur physical, mental, sexual and 
spiritual health all impact our 
ability to enjoy life. It seems 
that every time you turn around, there’s 
another “diet” on the market—another 
quick fix to help you lose weight, get 
your energy levels up or cure your aches 
and pains. The options and choices 
really make my head spin! And it’ hard 
to move forward when you’re dizzy 
f rom spinning, know what I’m saying? 
We had grand plans, I tell you, for 
this “Our Health” issue of the newslet- 
ter. We were hoping to solicit articles 
from some of the amazing women in our 
community who work in the health 
fields. Alas, life has a tendency to get in 
the way sometimes, and a topic as broad 
as health is a challenge. We received an 
excellent submission from Dr. Z, a 
health care provider, and insightful art 1- 
cles by dsec and White Calf, but we 
want to address the issue of lesbian 
health further. 
This is what we propose: Tara and I 
are not in the health field; however, 
many members of our community are. 
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Womonspace is about bringing together 
the community so we can learn about 
and from each other. If you work in the 
health field or are knowledgeable about 
a particular area of health, please drop 
us a line and let us know! We understand 
that many in fields such as nursing and 
mental health are extremely busy (espe- 
cially since the Klein decade) or may not 
be comfortable with writing for a public 
audience. That’s why we’re here! 

We will be setting aside a page in 
each newsletter for discussing a different 
health issue or introducing a service or 
service provider in the community. If 
you would like to be interviewed or if 
you have a product or service you 
believe Womonspace members would 
like to know about, please contact 
womonspace@gmail.com. 

Next month, we will feature at least 
one aspect of the variety of health issues 
facing our community. Let us know 
what you'd like to learn about! 

Also, the topic for next month’s issue 
is “Out!” Contributions of any kind are 
always welcome. Until next time! ¥ 


ased on feedback we’ve received, we’ve morphed the Readers’ Comer 
into Quick Lix! Our question for the month is... 


Apart from sex, what’s your 
favourite thing about being queer? 


Send in your answers via email (womonspace@gmail.com) 
or snail mail (see inside front cover) . 


Name this space! 


Congratulations to our contest winner, Debra, who submitted the winning 


name and received two free tickets to the March 31 dance! 
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sunday, march 4, 10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Womonspace Board Meeting. Pride 
Centre of Edmonton, 9540-111 Ave. 
Come and share your ideas! 


mareh 15 to 25 
Kall Your Television presents 
Monster, by Daniel Maclvor and 
Daniel Brooks. Roxy Theatre, 10708- 
124 St. Box office: 453-2440, 
www.attheroxy.com. 10% discount 
for Womonspace members. 


friday, march 16, 7 to 9 pm 
Womonspace Games Night. Prism 
Bar & Grill, 10524-101 St. 
Pictionary, Scattergories, cribbage, 
Yahtzee and more! Fun pool tourney 
from 8 pm until finished. Snacks and 


drink specials. Toonie admission. 


+».where 
friends 
meet and 
become 
family! 


open monday to saturday, 4 pm until 
closing time!! ~ rock'n DJ friday and 
saturday ~ daily food menu and chef 
specials! ~ pool tables, jukebox 
arcade game ~ check out 

www. prismbar.ca for upcoming events 


Prism Bar 


10524- 101 Street 
990-0038 
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saturday, march 31, 9 pm to 1am 
Womonspace dance. Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. $5 
members, $10 non-members. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


sunday, april 15, 7 to 10 pm 
Womonspace Coffee House. Prism Bar 
& Grill, 10524-101 St. An eclectic 
evening of visual and performing arts, 
showcasing members of our 
community. Drink specials and snacks. 
$3 for members, $5 for non-members. 


april 19 to may 6 
Closer and Closer Apart, by Eugene 
Stickland. Roxy Theatre, 10708- 
124 St. Box office: 453-2440, 
www.attheroxy.com. 10% discount 
for Womonspace members. 


Wc ONOUIN TRAVEL 


City Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 


Vice-President’s Musings 


by Cin 


t last, spring is fast approaching! 

So what do you do if you’ve got a 

little Spring Fever? Go dancing, of 
course! Our next Womonspace dance is 
March 31 at Bellevue Hall. For those of 
you who have a partner, come on out 
and kick up your heels together. For 
those of you who perhaps were missed 
by Cupid’s bow last month but really feel 
like it’s time to get out and meet someone 
new, then a Womonspace dance is a 
great place to be. If not, it is still a won- 
derful place to make great friends and 
connect with the community. 

Februarywas a busy month again for 
Womonspace with the EVM Concert 
and Dance on the 10th. Our monthly 
board meeting was held on February 4th 
at the Pride Centre, with eff o rts focused 
on developing our sponsorship package 
and promotional brochure, as well as 
significant discussion regarding a future 
membership drive. Planning of upcom- 
ing events in March (in addition to the 
dance on the 31st) included another 
games night at Prism on March 16th. 
The last one was such a huge success 
that we are having another one this 
month. 

Please remember that members are 
more than welcome to attend our 
monthly meetings. They are a great 
opportmity to offer feedback, meet the 
board members and find out what 
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Womonspace Is really all about. We love 
to hear fresh ideas, and we are always 
open to your suggestions. 

This is my first attempt at writing the 
monthly “musings,” and since there 1s 
no Cole’s Notes for this task, I am on 
my own. The best I can offer, I believe, is 
to share openly my experience with you. 

Last September, I discovered Womon- 
space on the Internet. I loved the idea of 
attending a dance, but I was really nervous 
about going alone. I just wanted to get out 
and make friends with some other lesbians 
in the community. (Seems not only did my 
ex get the good dishes, but she got the good 
friends, too.) So to make it easier, I simply 
volunteered to work a shift at the dance. 
My logic here was that if I were too ner- 
vous about being there alone, I could sneak 
out after my shift and go home. 

Volunteering was the best thing I 
could have done; I have met a lot of really 
nice people. The atmosphere is friendly, 
and everyone makes you feel welcome. 
So for someone who really didn’t have a 
lot of lesbian friends, it truly has been 
good for me. It is a place where I always 
know that I am accepted for who I am. I 
am always greeted with a smile and often 
with a hug. Coming from a small town, it 
has given me the opportunity to feel that 
I really fit in. At last! 

Our theme for this issue is “Our 
Health,” and like most, I set a few New 
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Years resolutions that fell quickly by the 
wayside. But with spring coming, I have 
vowed to go to the gym, eat my vegeta- 
bles, and go for my annual mammo- 
gram! I was told three years ago that I 
needed to go annually due to high risk 
factors related to family history, but I 
hate them so I didn’t go. Stem warming s 
f rom my doctor set me straight, though, 
and I have promised to go every year 
whether I like it or not. 

Do you check your breasts monthly? 
No, I didn’t think so. No, I don’t either. 
Heck, mark your calendar and get your 
partner to do it for you. That could be fun! 


Chemotherapy, on the other hand, wouldn’t 
be. See, my mother’s identical twin devel- 
oped a lump in her breast but decided not 
to go for treatment until after her planned 
vacation. Sadly, she lost her fight very 
quickly. Yet, I still avoid the breast self- 
exam and the mammogram like they were 
a trip to the dentist. So I have made a 
promise to myself to be consistent and 
dedicated every day to my health, and I 
hope you will do the same for yours. 
Never take it for granted because the 
unspeakable can happen at any time. 

Top o’ the morning to ye, and go for 
your mammogram! ¥ 


2007 Calendar of Womonspace Events 


March 


March Dance 

March 31, 9 pm to 1 am. Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 


April 

Coffee House 

April 15, 7 to 10 pm. Prism Bar & Grill, 
10524-101 St. $3 for members, $5 for 


non-members. 


May 


May Dance 

May 12, 9 pm to 1 am. Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 


June 


Pride Week Unity Dance and Concert 
June 16. Hellenic Community Hall, 
10450-116 St. More details to follow. 


July 


Carol Cattell Classic Golf 
Tournament. 
July 21. Country 9 Golf Course, 
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Bashaw, AB. Camping available 
Thursday through Sunday with registra- 
tion. Bring your instruments for a camp- 
firejamboree! More details to follow. 


September 


September Dance 
September 22, 9 pm to 1 am. Bellevue 


Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 


October 


Annual General Meeting and Dance 
October 13, 7 pm to 1 am. AGM: 7 pm 
to 9 pm; dance: 9 pm to 1 am. Dance: 
$5 for members, $10 for non-members. 
All members attending the AGM receive 
free admission to the dance! 


December 


Festive Dinner and Dance 

December 8, 7 pm to 1 am. Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. Dinner: 
7 pm to 8:30 pm. Dance: 9 pm to | am. 
Dinner and dance: $15 for members, $20 
for non-members. Dance only: $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 
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Activities Director — Cougar 
wsactivities@hotmail.com 


Womonspace Contact List 


President — Jenn Vitew 
; Membership Director — Colleen 
wspresident@hotmail.com Sys 
wsmembership@hotmail.com 
Vice-President — Cindy : 
ie: Volunteer Director — Connie 
wsvice-president@hotmail.com 
wsvolunteer@hotmail.com 
Secretary ~ Karen Newsletter Co-Editors — 
wssecretary@hotmail.com eee acdarne 


Treasurer — Irish womonspace@gmail.com 


wspacedesigner@gmail.com 


Marketing and PR Director — 
Lori 
wsmarketing@hotmail.com 


Past President - Norma 
wspastpresident@hotmail.com 


8 womonspace ECs SLL 


sizzle: the EVM cabaret 


Saturday, 31.March 2007 ~ 
Catalyst Theatre (8529 Gateway Boulevard) 
Doors: 7:30 pm/Concert: 8:00 pm 


with 


The CHICKAdivas 
Ensembles from EKOS and EVM 
Hosted by Timothy J. Anderson 


ASL Interpretation Provided 


Tickets: 

$15/$12 (low income) 

Earth's General Store (10832 Whyte Avenue) 
The Front Page (10356 Jasper Avenue) 

TIX on the Square (9930 102 Avenue) 

EVM Members 


Information: pRONARROCRRS SSO BN 
www.evmchoir.com 
780.479.2038 EVM 


sing@evmchoir.com. 
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april’s theme. 


Where are you along your 
journey as a lesbian? Are out to 
only yourself, to certain people, 

to certain groups of people, to 
4 everyone? What are your 
> triumphs? What are your 
struggles? How do you deal 
with the fact that as long as we 

are presumed heterosexual, 

the coming out process 

is never finished? 


Tell us what “Out!” | 
means to you. 


Are you a lesbian mom or step-mom? Do you want to be a lesbian mom or step-mom? 
Do you have a lesbian mom? 


You have something to share that will help or touch another. 
Tell us about your experiences! 


maximum 500 words | text, photos and artwork by April 1gth | womonspace@gmail.com or snail mail 
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Listen 


by Dr. Z 


he Canadian Rainbow Health 
Initiative compels us to “Outlive 
Homophobia.” They make a 
heartfelt argument that gays, lesbian, 
bisexuals, and transgendered/two-spirited 
people are likely to get poorer care. To 
reflect how poorly we in the medical ser- 
vices are at dealing with these issues, we 
can barely state that we’ve studied the 
health differences between lesbians and 
other members of the population we serve. 
To be dogmatic, I have to state that 
pure biology doesn’t make us different 
from other women. One day we might 
find a gene that is associated with our 
sexual preference, but I’m not so sure 
this would change the way I deal with 
my patients. You see, your relationship 
issues are Just like heterosexual relation 
ship issues in that they need specific 
attention if they are causing harm . 
Dogma aside, the differences are there. 
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Unlike with heterosexual patients, I don’t 
have a clear guideline on how often les- 
bians should get “pap-ed.” There’s a 
lower incidence of HPV (the family of 
viruses thought to cause between 99 and 
100% of cervical cancer) in the lesbian 
community. Still, HPV does exist in our 
community. I usually try to get more info 
on risky behaviours/relationships and try 
to come to an agreement with my patients 
as to a frequency of paps. Remember, the 
routine pap smear has significantly 
reduced the incidence of and the number 
of deaths caused by cervical cancer by 
identifying and treating women in the pre- 
cancer stage. 

Maybe looking for guidelines is the 
problem. In medicine, we deal with so 
many complex things that it makes a lot 
of sense to try to reduce things to their 
simplest form. Certain populations have a 
higher incidence of diabetes, so we check 
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their sugars more often. As you can see, 
we stereotype, somewhat benevolently. 
So what do we know about the les- 
bian woman from a health perspective? 
She may be single, serially monoga- 
mous, totally sexually adventurous or 
in a long-time committed relationship. 
She may smoke (although, thankfully, 
the stats are going down for this and, if 
you still indulge, c'mon, join the major- 
ity). She may be the caregiver for other 
family members. She may have zero, 
one, two, three or four jobs. She may be 
the abuser or abused, and this may be 
in the past or present, but likely both. 
She may feel isolated or overwhelmed. 
Okay, that’s what studies from the 
outside in say. Asa woman who has been 
in the community for 15 years, I can’t say 
I’ve been able to identify lesbian-specific 


DEMINERALIZED, REVERSE OSMOSIS 
WATER AND PURIFIED ICE 


Bi, 


Ay 
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health issues any better. What I can say 
is that we are (mostly) women, and we 
are people with bodies that can get sick 
and with feelings that can get hurt. Like 
other patients, we deserve to be heard 
and treated as individuals. 

Like other individuals, the doc can’t 
guess when you need to be checked, nor 
can he or she read your mind. This, I think, 
is the most important contribution I can 
make to the “Outlive” campaign. You are 
an individual, and you are the expert of 
that individual. Listen to your body, mind 
and spirit. The stats we do have suggest 
that GLBT people don’t seek attention for 
p roblems soon enough because they are 
atraid of how they will be received. While it 
may be uncomfortable to share issues with 
your doctor, it is important to do so. Do 


your part to “Outlive Homophobia.” 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10179-109 Street 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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Kiss My Big Healthy Ass 


by White Calf 


’ve fallen in love. Cold weather and 

multiple layers of padding combined 

with the comforting darkness of 
morning, afternoon and evening have 
moved me to love the time of winter. I 
can go for months on end without hav- 
ing to show any skin to the rest of the 
watching world. It is possible to func- 
tion and move freely about whilst feel- 
ing secure wrapped in layers of 
p rotective fabrics. I can be the incredible 
dark hulk concentrating on the nuances 
of leaving my cave to do whatever is 
necessaryin order to retum ASAP, with- 
out getting all in a knot that someone 
may be staring at my ass. 

But how quickly the seasonal secu- 
rity passes. I passionately wish I wasn’t 
such a happy hibernating mammal in 
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six-month food mood mode. Mother is 
beginning to wake up, and there is an 
expectation of warmth and sun and bar- 
ing all. I can get away with being over- 
dressed for only a while before store 
clerks stop waiting on me and I catch a 
glimpse of myself in the distorted over- 
heardsecurity mirror. Dear God—is my 
ass really that big? 

I let myself get washed away in the 
muddy waters of spring and psych up to 
the looming expectation that I will even- 
tually have to shed some layers. I ner- 
vously swallow and wander into a 
public gym. I do not look up. I almost 
go home when faced with semi-naked, 
energetic, nubile young moms and 
laughing after-school teenagers in the 
change rooms. 
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I’m mortified by my old technology. 
The throng of young 1Pod-wearing hard- 
bodies, easily outdistancing my cardio- 
vascular efforts, creates for me a vortex 
of lethargy. When my cassette-playing 
Walkman falls onto the treadmill and 
spills its guts in front of an acre of sta- 
I almost 
slither back to my beloved cave for the 


tlonary-stepping strangers, 


second time. Later I will joke with my 


daughter about tying my “newer” 
Discman to my head with a bright ban- 
danna instead of holding my Walkman 
in my hand, and jauntily working out 
that way. 

As the elders will say, “All it takes is 
one.” They’re referring to one brave 
soul 
started by dancing by themselves to 


encourage onlookers to venture forth 


getting the ceremonial dance 
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1101-11745 JASPER AVENUE 
EDMONTON AB 
780-428-LTHR 


www. bdemporiumedmonton.com 
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SGOKS AND TOYS FOR ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES 
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and step onto the dance floor. In my 
case, all I need is one time of facing the 
masses. After my psyched-out self assim- 
ilates into the crowd, I can camouflage 
and move to my sweaty inner rhythms. 
I blend in and become an anonymous 
brooding body getting stronger by the 
day. Lengthening rays of daylight scare 
me into another season of growth, and 
I start to feel fortunate to have the 
option of movement and thought. 
Spring maintenance begins. 

I reluctantly wait in a doctor’s office 
feigning interest in a magazine. I quietly 
agree to a second annual mammogram 
and other activities much more embar- 
rassing than disrobing in a_ public 
change room at a gym. My tits are okay 


and my ass is definitely okay. Czech 


Czech Czech.¥ 
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Plathed and Re-Treaded 


by dsec 


hen I was 18 years old, I tumed 
ithe last page of The Bell Jar, 
Sylvia Plath’s autobiographical 


account of her struggle with “grave per- 
sonal discontinuities.” I was a naive 
reader, totally innocent of the details of 
Plath’s life. Her writing nurt ured a very 
deep sense of interest, though, and | 
entered into her perceptual world with 
wonder and empathy. I admired her wit, 
the cleverness of her expression, the vivid- 
ness of her bleak imagery. Her poignant 
insight into those peculiar configurations 
of clarity and distortion that accompany 
and signify breakdown—and, at times, 
breakth rough—intrigued and resonated 
with me. 

I was particularly impressed by Plath’s 
wry reflections on the limitations of insti- 
tutionally orchestrated rec o ve ryandthe 
implicit commentary on the poverty of 
supports to facilitate and ease the transi- 
tion back into the community: “There 
ought, I thought, to be a ritual for being 
bom twice—patched, re-treaded and 
approved for the road.” 

I was also moved by Plath’s tentative- 
ness and her awareness of the precari- 
ousness and fragility of perceptual 
coherency and emotional stability: “But I 
wasn’t sure. I wasn’t sure at all. How did 
I know that someday—at college, in 
Europe, somewhere, anywhere—the bell 
jar, with its stifling distortions, wouldn’t 
descend again?” 

The hesitancy of this moment of 
reflexive self-doubt was, I thought, imme- 
diately offset by the hopefulness of the 
novel’s closing words—words that ges- 
tured toward and beyond her navigating 
a successful meeting with the committee 
responsible for approving her discharge: 
“The eyes and the faces all turned them- 
selves towards me, and guiding myself by 
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them, as by a magical thread, I stepped 
into the room.” 

Reading naively, I trusted the appar- 
ent unfolding of the novel. I paused after 
reading these words, buoyed by a 
swelling confidence in her capacity to 
heal and transform. I affirmed (just as 
the presence of her novel in my hand 
affirmed), that Sylvia Plath had, how- 
ever strenuously, found her way out of 
the twisting labyrinthine paths of mind’s 
distorions—that she had stepped across 
the threshold of the asylum, into the 
world, into her life, and most espeaally, 
into her considerable creative potential. 

As I turned the novel’s final page, I 
was startled by a brief editorial note 
informing readers that “Sylvia Plath com- 
mitted suicide on February 11, 1963, 
with cooking gas at the age of 30.” 

Magical thread indeed. The patched 
tire had blown. 

The image of the patched tire rever- 
berated in my psyche long after. Indeed, 
it reverberates for me and for too many 
of us still. We all know, and many of us 
have lost (in myriad, often tragic ways), 
sisters, friends or lovers who anguish 
from the physical and emotional scars of 
harshness, poverty, neglect, abuse, vio- 
lence, and sexual trauma. We suffer with 
them, for them and sometimes entirely 
because of them. We ache for their dis- 
tress and for our own, and we affirmin 
quiet and in desperate moments that 
being “patched” and “re-treaded” is 
simply too impoverished an achieve- 
ment. We choose to become allies so 
that spiritual 
extremis, whatever its source, however 
felt and expressed, can begin to be trans- 
formed into new configurations of psy- 
chological wholeness. How deeply we 
are all connected in our souls.¥ 
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Iscariot, Mon Amour? 


by dsec 


ontemplating the sting of the 

judas kiss, an unlikely but fitting 

and decidedly uncomfortable 
post-Valentine’s exercise. 

We know it too well. That sweet urge 
to a momentous indiscretion. Fagetting 
briefly that any word unfittingly spoken 
may still be weighty enough to pierce 
the tender velvet underbelly where trust 
and hope coreside. 

What gives us pause is not that it 
happens, but the speed with which the 
malicious impulse overtakes. Out of the 
mouths of babes. 

Malign. Malicious. MMMMMMM. 
Those are juicy words filled with mys- 
te ry and intrigue. 

Lovers in dangerous times might also 
mean this: kiss first and then bite. Bite. Bite. 


WOMONSPaCce Www gaycanada com/Womonspace 


The buzz and the cant. The ex of an ex 
of an ex and so on and so on. Innuendo. 
Asides. Humour. Through a glass darkly. 

And in communities tight as ours, 
small ponds ripple with the elasticity of 
our collective remembering and forget- 
ting; unforgiving. Wo rds easily become 
tsunami force waves. 

Even more to the point, meditations 
such as this always point sharply 
straight back at the one meditating. 
Bring to mind those out-of-view, shame- 
ful times when one’s own rapier wit and 
careless comments have injured or 
offended. Sincere apologies are called 
for even if they are not accepted, even if 
the damage cannot be repaired. 
Remembering into the future that lips 
and tongues are meant for pleasure .¥ 
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ur regular readers will remem- 
ber White Calf’s witty and wry 
reflections on expecting her first 
grandchild in “TrannsLucent Grandma 
and Proud” (womonspace, June 2006). 

Yes, Gramsel’s a witch and able to 
shapeshift at will, but this bundle of 
zesty potential had Grandmére LaLa 
entirely fooled (and now entirely 
enthralled)—the wee kernel was a gem 
of girl! 

Welcome, little Sweet Heart . 


— dsec 


Left: Grammie Grimm and her “Medicine,” 
Little Ms. Emma Jade Kelly 


ehoice Contracting Inc. 


Quality Painting at Affordable “Prices 


a eipCeialaO tise Somalia xtc yi: Ont 
Specializing in: Window Frames, Doors, Baseboards 
Feature Walls & Ceiling Borders Fences & Decks 
Textured Ceilings Wall Repairs & Caulking 


Brightening four Community One Colour at a “Lime 


Rhonda Fiveland 
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don't miss out 
onimportant womonspace news 


Make sure you're in the loop on what's happening 
with Womonspace and in the community by joining 
our email distribution list. Receive info on events that 
missed being included in the newsletter, updates and 
reminders about Womonspace events and more. 


To be added to the list, send an email to 
womonspace@gmail.com. 


We welcome feedback about the type of information we send you, 
and you can request to be removed from the list at any time. 


membership form 
(Confidentiality Assured) 


Ad Ao 

City Postal Code 
Phone Email 

12 month membership fee: 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) Low income available 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


(heque or money order payable to. W/omonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, AB TSJ 3K4 
Phone: (780) 482-1794 


4) New Member 1 Renewal Associate 
4) Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Enclosed: 
{4 I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 


L) I would like to be a volunteer 
4 I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 
4 I would like to receive notification of community events via email 


The personal information contained on this form is being collected for the purpose of confirming memberships and selecting 
volunteers to serve on Womonspace committees. This information will be used only for its intended purpose. 
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Womonspace Volunteer 
Opportunities 


Newsletter Designer 

Womonspace requires a designer for its monthly newsletter, 
womonspace. You must be experienced using QuarkXpress 
and Photoshop and have a background in building 
advertisements and designing publications such as magazines 
or newsletters. This is primarily a volunteer position, but there 
is a small remuneration for each issue designed. Help us keep 
the newsletter looking great! 


Assistant to the Marketing and PR Director 

Our Marketing and PR Director is looking for an assistant to 
nelp her in seeking organizational soonsorship for 
Womonspace events and soliciting new advertising for the 
newsletter. 


Photographers 

Help bring the Womonspace newsletter to life by volunteering 
as a photographer. We need photos taken at Womonspace 
events and stock photos that pertain to the newsletter topics. 
You'll be credited for your work (if so desired) when your 
ohotos are published, 


Office staff 

Womonspace would like to open its office at the new Pride 
Centre to visitors for a few hours each week. We are looking 
for a few volunteers interested in staffing the office to provide 
information and answer questions visitors may have. 


Volunteers for dances and other events 
Would you like to meet people? Be part of the fun? Attend 
events free? If so, consider adding your name to our list of 
volunteers interested in helping out at Womonspace dances 
and other events. 


For more information on these opportunities and others, email 
womonspace@gmail.com or call 482-1794 and leave a message. 
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VPICCES Ceb 20—Mav 20) 

Your psyche is working through some pretty 
major changes this month, Ms. Pisces. Small 
disagreements can easily turn into major 
conflict, and since you're usually not so 
forthright with your feelings, those around 
you might not be sure how to handle this 
new approach. If things get too heated, go 
work it off in the gym. 


ARIES (May 2\—Apr 20) 

Sure feels like you've been doing nothing 
but slamming on the breaks these days, Ms. 
Aries. Be patient. There's 3 reason for the 
delays. Maybe it’s time to rethink what you 
were so certain of. Your fiery stubbornness 
is both your greatest weakness and your 
greatest strength. 


TAURUS Cpr 2|—May 2\) 

In the first half of the month, Ms. Taurus, it’s 
time to finish up old projects and discard old 
ideas that have passed their prime. Be hon- 
est with yourself about what's important 
enough to hold onto and what should be 
left behind. That's the only way you can 
ensure you have enough room for all the 
experiences just around the corner. 


GEMINI (May 22—Jun 2\) 

Jupiter and Saturn are both in your corner 
this month, Ms. Gemini. This will continue 
through May 5, so take advantage. You're 
able to change mere words into action more 
than usual; just remember that unless you 
are honest with yourself, you are doing 
everyone q disservice. 


CANCER Qun 22—Ju| 22) 


If you've been tossing around the idea of 


womonspace 


by Yumi Anna Lampost 


going back to school, or even signing up for 
a class, Ms. Cancer, now’s the time to do it! 
Later in the month, you may be faced with 
some unexpected obstacles, but if you hold 
steady and persevere, the new things you 
learn will help you grow in ways you never 
would have imagined! 


LEO Qp| z3—Ava 21) 

Express your imagination in the coming 
weeks, Ms. Leo! You ‘te in an interesting 
middle ground for the next little while. It’s 
time to decide what is better left behind and 
focus your creativity on what you dream for 
the future. Don’t forget that play is just as 
important as work. 


NIRGO Cua 22—Sep zs) 

This could turn out to be 3 powerful time 
of year for you, Ms. Virgo. Your confidence 
continues to rise as you take action on some 
of the things you've been pondering so 
long. Just make sure that you don't bite off 
more than you can chew. Stay focused and 
things should start to pay off next month. 


LIBRA (Sep 21 oct 23) 

Has it been a ae since you've picked up a 
paintbrush or musical instrument, Ms. Libra? 
Your world is changing, and one of the best 
ways to cope 
throw your energies into creative pursuits. 
It’s amazing how things transform right in 
front of you when you aren't really focused 
on them! 


SCORPIO (Sct 2-+4—Nov 22) 
Whoa... slow down there, Ms. Scorpio! It 
may seem like everything has a deadline of 
yesterday, but if you take a close look 


Sd 
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around, doesn't it seem like you're the only 
one really stressing about it? You've known 
for a while that you're due for a change. It’s 
time to let the universe work her magic. 
Give her time 

SAAITTARIVS (Noy z3—Dec 22) 
Every day's a party these days, hey Ms 
Sagittarius? You have a real knack for trans- 
forming the mundane into the magical, SO 
make sure that you share this unique gift 
with those around you. Just don't promise 
more than you can deliver 

CAPRICORN Mec z3—Jan 20) 


Make sure that you really mean what you 


HIRING 
Collection 
Agents 


If you are: 

- Professional 

- Firm & direct 

- Aggressive by nature 


We offer: 

- Great pay + bonus & 
benefits 

- A non-judgmental 
workplace 


Able, Apton, Morris & Stagg Ine. 
email jobs@AbleApton.com 
Fax 432-9362 
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say in the coming weeks, Ms. Capricorn 
You have 4 tendency to focus your words 
on the minute details and your actions on 
the bigger picture. Maybe it’s time to 
switch things up? 


AQUARIUS Gan 2\—Feb (4) 
Act now, Ms. Aquarius, even if it feels like 
you have all the time in the world. It’s 
important to remember, however, that well- 
thought-out baby steps are often more pro- 
ductive than blind leaps of faith. Even if it 
doesn't seem like you're getting anywhere, 


you're making better progress than you 


could have even imagined a year ago. 


Want to look 
good in print? An 
editor can help. 


‘ing and 
proofreading of books, 
sites, newsletters, 


manuals, advertisi 
promotional materia 


Tara Woloschuk 


Member of the Editors’ 
Association of Canada 
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List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or email womonspace@gmail.com 


ants See 
(ircle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 
Sept-June, 7:30 PM at Southminster-Steinhauer 
United Church, 10740-19 Ave. 435-2288. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 
479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 

Lesbian Book (lu) Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 

Out is IN An arts-based education project for 
youth 24 and under who may identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, two- 
spirited, questioning or straight. Contact 
outisin@ualberta.ca. or visit www. 
ualberta.ca/~outsin 

Women’s Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 pM. Call 
Debra at 483-7310. 


athletics = = 
Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 


Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 


Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 
5:45-7:30 PM (early enough to go for a beer 
afterwards!). Oliver School, 10227-118 St. 
All levels welcome and encouraged to come 
and join in the fun. $30 for the year or $5 
per drop-in. Email mlwilkes@telusplanet.net 
or call 465-3620 for more info. 

Edmonton Storm Full-contact women’s football 
team is looking for players. Check out www. 
edmontonstomcom or email tyahnke@ 
shaw.ca for more information. 

Making Waves Swim (lub Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pM 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 pm at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking 


for new members. We bow! for fun! Contact 
Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


churches _ 

Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voice mail). 

Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at Soleo or 481-4218, 
trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and _ friends. 
Potluck at 6 PM and service at 7 PM on the 


Joseph at 


first Sunday of the month. Garneau United 
11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 
www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 

Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 


Church, 


for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe space 
476-0905, 


for spiritual questions. Call 


lcedmonton@lena.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 
Southminster-Steinhaver United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740- 
19 Ave. Call the church office at 435-2028 
or Debbie at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 10804-119 
St. Call 454-8073 or email chadmin@uce.ca 


community groups — 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 


in relation to sex and gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris.wells@shaw.ca 

Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 pM. 9540-111 Ave. Call 488-3234. 


Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
Pride 


www.prideedmonton.org 


annual Festival in Edmonton. 
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Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ 


academic and support staff of the U of A. 


faculty, graduate students, 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 


Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 

MacEwan Open Door (ub Wednesdays at 5 PM in room 
6-217 (City Centre Campus). Discussion of 
GLBTTIQ issues, guest speakers, 


campaigns, events. Open to students, faculty, 


awareness 


and friends. macewanodc@yahoo.ca. 


OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 
hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave.; 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St.; Prism: 
101 St.; The Roost: 10345-104 St. 
leisure groups: 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group \ Meets ie ae 
Wednesday of the month at a bi-friendly 


Organic 
10524- 


location. Contact bweoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Breakfast (lub We meet the second Sunday of 
each month. Please phone Sylvia or Simone 
at 453-1445 or email sylvia60@telus.net. 
We will put you on our list and notify you 


monthly as to time and location. 


Dykes on Bikes For motorcycle enthusiasts interested 
in meeting others, talking bikes, going on fun 
rides, etc. Everyone welcome, whether you have 
a bike or not. Visit www.dykesonbikes.net or 
call 476-6417 for more info. 


Edmonton Women Social and activity group 


meets monthly. Contact via email 


edmontonwomen2002@yahoo.ca 
The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 


Wednesday of the month, 8 pm, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


Wom OT 
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Single Lesbians Over go Social group that meets once 
a month for conversation over tea and coffee. 
Email singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com for 
details. 


radio 


Gaywire ee gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

support services _ —_ 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and one meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 
422-6207. 

Free (GLB1Q) Drop-In Solution- Focused Counselling Available 
at the Pride Centre of Edmonton. Counselling 
is provided by two chartered psychologists 
and two registerd social workers. Call the 
at 488-3234 or check the 


website at www.pridecentreofedmonton.or 


Pride Centre 


for a listing of scheduled counselling times. 


Pride Centre of Edmonton 9540-111 Ave. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 10 AM — 10 PM 
7, Call 488-3234 or visit 
Www.pr idecentreofedmonton.ore 


Monday to Friday 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Call Lynne at 462-5958 


for more information. 


THI Alliance Mixed gender support group for 


transgender, transsexual, intersex and 
questioning. We meet at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave., on the 2nd and last 
Tuesday 7:30-9:30 PM. 


SOFFAs are welcome on the 2nd Tuesday of 


of the month, 


every month and a special trans youth 
meeting is held on the last Tuesday. Call 718- 
1412, 
for more information. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support 
group for LGBT age 25 and 
Saturdays 7-9 pM at Pride Centre. Contact 


www.members.shaw/ca/ttiqalliance/ 


under. 


yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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accommodations 


Shared Accom., priv. ate large room and 
family room in bsmt is yours, $700.00 incl. 
util., high speed, cable, garden space, storage. 
DD $400.00. Cats welcome, non smoke, 
must submit/pass criminal record check due 
to my employment at home. Lots of details at 
www.stormdesigns.biz/rntal.htm. Available 
May 31. 701-2631 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. A 
place to go with your partner for some 
private time. A place for women to hang out 
with women. Cabins, trails (don’t forget 
your pet), skating, etc., cozy up by the 
fireplace, or get together at the Coyote 
Howl. Call Geri at 780-586-0002 or email 
pinetrails@telus.net. 

activities 

Drop-in recreational badminton Wednesdays 
5:45-7:30 PM at Oliver School, 10227-118 St. 
All levels welcome. $30 for the year or $5 per 
drop-in. Email mlwilkes@telusplanet.net or 
call 465-3620 for more info. 

Social group for single lesbians 40 and 
over. We meet once a month for 
conversation over tea & coffee. Email us 
at singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com for 
details. 


for sale 


Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. 


Five flavours are available at the cost of 
$2 each. Call 423-3737 during office hours, 
Monday to Friday. 

Unique Native Art For Sale. Call 455-6351. 
opportunities © 


Looking for musicians to play 1or2 songs 
at Womonspace’s Coffee House on Sunday, 


April 15. Sound system provided. Please 
contact Jenn at wsactivities@hotmail.com 
before April 1 
personals 
Happy 4th Anniversary, my Rare One! Let’s 


have many more! Kiss Kiss! 


40ish lady looking for dance partner—no 
strings, just dancing. I love to dance and 
would like to get out to some dances here 
and share the fun with someone else who 
doesn’t have a dance partner. This is not an 
“T need a partner ad”...just a dance partner! 
701-2631. 

Mature Cosmopolitan Artist and Goddess 
Scholar seeks like-minded Lesbian friends, 
40 to 80 years old. P.O. Box 58068 RPO 
Inglewood, Edmonton, TSL 424. 


services 

Comfort Foundation offers support to any 
LGBTQ person, couple, parent(s) or woman 
in a challenging life situations or crisis. Visit 


(780) 


www.comfortfoundation.com or call 
446-8330 for details. 


What do YOU think? 


We love feedback! Tell us what you think 


about the newsletter and what you'd 


like to see in Upcoming issues. 


Email us at womonspace@gmail.com, 
or see the inside front cover for our mailing adaress. 
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95O Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10303 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 

(780) 442-4417 
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Doors open at 8 pm Tuesday through Sunday 


After the 
Womonspace 
dance, the Roost 
is offering free 
cover te anyone 
who submits a 
ticket stub to the 
door staff. 


Although there is free cover uti 
3am, you must still be a member 
or be signed in by a member. 


OUR MEMBERSHIP RATES: 
nthly: $§ | 6 Months: $26 | Yearly: 820 


Platinum: $160 
(i year of free cover anytime except 
New Year's Eve and our AIDS Benefit) 


DOOR CHARGES: 
Sunday: $2 
(except Platinum Members) 


Members - Before 10 pm: Free 
After 10 pm (weekdays): 5} 
After 1opm (weekends): $4 


Non-Members - Before 10 pm: $2 
After 10 pm (weekdays): $4 
After 10 pm (weekends): $4 


www.theroostniteclub.com 426-3160 


2A6 - 104 Street 


